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9 January 2009 

Ref: 0002-2009 

 

 

Ms. Patricia O’Brian 

Under-Secretary for Legal Affairs 

The Legal Counsel 

United Nations Headquarters 

New York, N.Y. 10017 

USA 

 

Via email: O’Brian@un.org 

 

 

Dear Ms. O’Brian, 

 

Thank you for your letter of 10 December 2008 in which organisations are invited to submit 

information on the impact of the Consultative Process on Oceans and the Law of the Sea 

(Consultative Process) on their work. 

 

As there is not, as yet, a regional fisheries management organisation in the South Pacific for non-

highly migratory fisheries, this response concerns the work of the consultations that are intended to 

establish such a regime.  As well as negotiating the text of a new Convention that work has included 

the establishment of voluntary interim management measures. It may be helpful for me to provide 

some additional background. 

 

The co-sponsors of the consultations, Australia, Chile, and New Zealand, three coastal states in the 

South Pacific, were concerned with the gap in the management on non-highly migratory species and 

biodiversity in the high seas of the South Pacific.  They proposed a meeting to address this gap, 

which was held in Wellington, New Zealand in February 2006. The participants at the meeting 

committed themselves to developing a modern forward looking agreement to fill the gap. 

 

The Chair of the meeting was asked to prepare a draft Convention text for discussion.  That text, 

and subsequent revisions, drew heavily on other modern instruments and on the work of the 

Consultative Process  The topics of focus in First meeting on responsible fisheries and illegal and 

unreported fisheries, the Third and Fourth meetings on protection and preservation of the marine 

environment and vulnerable marine ecosystems, the Sixth meeting on sustainable development of 

fisheries, and the Seventh meeting on ecosystems approaches have been particularly relevant to the 

development of the Convention text.  Since the first consultation in 2006, a number of important 

events have influenced the work of the consultations.  These include, inter alia, the adoption of the 

United Nations Resolutions 61/105 and 62/117, and the process established by the Food and 

Agriculture Organization of the United Nations to develop technical guidelines for the management 

of deep sea fisheries in the high seas. 
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In 2007, the consultations agreed to the establishment of interim management measures to address 

collection of fisheries data, avoidance of adverse effects of deep sea bottom fishing, and prevention 

of increasing fishing effort in pelagic fisheries.  Of course, these voluntary measures were also 

adopted in the light of the Consultative Process.    

 

Yours sincerely, 
 

  
 

Robin Allen 

Executive Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 

 


